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Premature babies get warm imaging 

PrcmaLure Ilallics ccm 
now Ilc MRI scanned 
than ks Lo a nc\v 
incullaLor 
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Ill ,:TTI : 1\ II't'almenis to help 
pl'l'm" Iul'l' babiL's co pe with Ihe 
dange\'ous t'arl), Wl'l'ks ur lili:.' will 
soon bl' on the wa)' wil h tllL' com­
missi oning 01' Auslralia's l'il'sl 
incubalol' suilabll' ror USl' in 
" magnL'lic rE'SOnanl'l' imaging 
mal'hinl', 

l{l'Sl'aI'L'llel's in <.)uL'l'nsland sal' 
Illl' ~I milli on device will allow 
Ilk'm 10 quadrllpiL' Ilw numbL'r 01' 
I.,al,il's Illl'Y pul I hrough M 1\1 
macllinl's, Wllidl allow dodors 10 
takl' LTOSS-Sl'L'l ional i magl's ol'llll' 
body "nd Sl'l' Iklall invisiblt' on 
X-r"y or ull rasoulHI scans. 

Tlll' ativancL' willl.ll' USL'd 10 
llt'lp diagnose morL' accuralL'ly 
probiL'ms in al'ull'ly ill babit's, and 
conducl I't' scarch 10 I'ind oul 
whieh approachl's 10 1l't'ai ing 
premal url'babil's work bl'SI. 

M I{! machinl's are llc>signl'd 1'01' 
adulls , and Ihl' Il'chnology has 
bl'l'nlill!L' usl'tI rorl>"hil's, parlicu­
larly prl'malure l>abil's, beC<lUSl' 

Ihey nt'etl so Illuch supporl, SUdl 
as w<ll'mlh and ol'll' n l'Iuids ilnd 
moniloring. Thl' nl'W MI{I incu­
ba tor wi II allow babiL's 10 hl' plal'l'd 
inside and Ihl' t'ntir<:' unil loaded 
inlo tht' m<lchint' 's doughnlll - likl' 
hole whl're I ht' SC<lns arl' donl', 

Paul Coldilz, dirl'l'lor 0 1' lht' 
1'l'I'il1al,1I I{l'sl'arch Unll al lhe 
lJ niversil y u l' QUL'L'nsland's 
Centre J'orClinical Rl'sl'ardl, wlw 
will k'ad I hl' I'L'Searcil Il'am using 
Ihe incubalor, saitl Illl' bulk 01' tllE' 
$lm cosl was aCl'l)Unll'tI 1'01' by IIlL' 
IIH'l'l' inl'anl-sil.l'd coils I hai al't' 
USl'tI tI uring I Ill' imaging proct'ss. 

Tllt'resi ol'tllecost wasrclated 
10 Ihl' rL'i'ormulallull 01' illl'Ial 
componl'nls including leads, 
I'inings and l'VL'n uxygl'l1l'ylindl'rs 

using nOI1-magnl'I ic maiL'ri,lls, 
In avoid hl'il1g tlamngl'tI!Jy Ihl' 
MRI machinl"sjJowl'rl'ul magnet. 

" Wl' willhl' Iht' firsl group in 
Auslrali<t a!Jk 10 contlul'l imaging 
01' prt'lcrm hal>it'S, "nd t his ojJpor­

lunily has 11lL' polL'ntial III brL'"k 
down the l'lIITl'ni houndaril's 01' 
brain imvairml'nl Irl'alml'nl and 
produL'l' hugL' gai ns 1'01' babil's a nd 
Ihl'ir ramilil's," he said . 

Thl' incubalor has bl'l'n boughl 
by I hl' Univl'rsily 01' <.)ul'l'nslantl , 
Ilw l{oy,,1 Brisbal1l' anti WOllwn's 
Ilospilal alHllhl'l'ily's Royal Chil­
drL'n's! lospilal. 

Onl'-moI11h-old Jaspl'r ! Iydl' 
nl'al'll' bl'L'aml' I hl' sL'cond baby 10 
bl' scanned in Ilw new incubalor 
si 11 Cl' ils l'ommissioning lasl Wl'l'k, 
afll'r he dl'Vt'lupL'd a builtl-Up ur 
Ilu id in his brain I hat could ha VL' 
rorccd doclors 10 ins<.'rl ,I lulll' 
dl'l'pintohishl'adtudl'ainilolT. 

Hul <tt thl' Ilih IWUI', Ihl' lliock­
<tgl' in Jaspl'l'"s llrain l'OITl'l'lL'd il­
sl'ir al1d tht' sWl'lIing begall 10 sub­
sidl'. Jaspl'r's molhl'I', S<lr<t Ilyill', 
24, rrom ßundallcrg , saitl il 11 ,((1 
hl'l'n reilssuring 10 know lhal an 
M RI scan was availablt:', 
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P"ul Colditz at the Royal ßrishane and Women 's Hospilal wilh a new incuhator that can he loaded direclly into an MRI machine wilh a baby inside 
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